
Marin County’s agricultural land is one of its greatest 
assets, but the proximity of the sprawling metropolitan 
Bay Area threatens our 150-year-old tradition of 
family farming with land uses such as luxury homes 
and rural estates.

Even though land prices have far outpaced values 
based on farm incomes, most farm families want to 
continue in agriculture. Marin Agricultural Land Trust 
(MALT) is able to offer ranchers a conservation 
alternative to the sale or development of their land.

Since its founding in 1980, MALT has 
protected 40,000 acres of farmland that 
might have been developed. But more 
than 75,000 acres are still at risk.

This report describes the 61 ranches and family farms 
that MALT’s agricultural conservation easement 
program has helped preserve so far.
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1	 Mazza-Pomi & Lavio Ranches
2	 Stevens Ranch
3	 Skywalker Ranch
4	 Walker Creek Ranch
5	 Rogers/Lafranchi Ranch
6	 Cerini Ranch
7	 Stubbs & Regan Ranches
8	 Daniels Ranch
9	 Giacomini Ranch
10	 Barinaga/Goodman Ranch
11 & 13	 Spaletta Ranches
12	 Lewis/Reiser Ranch
14	 Spirit Rock
15–17	 Pozzi Ranches

18	 McIsaac Dairy
19	 Dolcini-Davidson Ranch
20	 Bill & Eileen Jensen Ranch
21	 Al Poncia Ranch
22	 Leroy & Reba Dolcini Ranch
23	 David Burbank Ranch
24	 Mitchell Ranch
25	 Straus Home Ranch
26	 Straus Dairy Ranch
27	 Brazil Ranch
28	 Maloney Ranch
29	 Respini Ranch
30	 Ellis Ranch
31&35	Sartori Ranch & Faith Ranch

32	 Wilson/Reimer Ranch
33	 Tocalino/Gause Ranch
34	 Nobmann Ranch
36	 Fred & Karen Dolcini Ranch
37	 Corda Ranch
38	 Volpi Ranch
39	 Doug & Cathy Ielmorini Dairy
40	 Thomas Ielmorini Ranch
41	 Gale Ranch
42	 Anna/Gwyn Burbank Ranch
43	 Big Rock Ranches
44	 Lois Parks Ranch
45	 Anna Jensen Ranch
46	 Ielmorini-Moody Dairy

47	 Barboni Ranch
48	 Zimmerman Ranch
49	 Leiss Ranch
50	 Lanatti Ranch
51	 Grossi Ranch
52	 Moore Ranch
53	 Phillips Lands
54	 Robert Giacomini Ranch
55&56	 Jacobsen Ranch
57	 Martin & Sally Pozzi Ranch
58	 Tomales Farm & Dairy, East
59	 Crayne Ranch
60	 Tomales Farm & Dairy, West
61	 Eugene Poncia Ranch

MALT has protected 40,000 acres of farmland
that might have been developed. But more than
75,000 acres are still at risk.
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2007

Easement 61  –  Eugene Poncia Ranch, 750 acres, Tomales. In the 
family since 1915, MALT’s purchase of the easement will enable 
Gene Poncia to keep the ranch and pass it on to his son.

Easement 60  –  Tomales Farm & Dairy, West, 243 acres, 
Tomales. In combination with land protected by Easement 58, the 
owners plan to make artisan cheese from the milk of their grass-
fed Shorthorn herd.

Easement 59  –  Crayne Ranch, 291 acres, Tomales. Part of his-
toric landscape unchanged for 150 years. Without this easement, 
the ranch would have been sold and most likely subdivided.

2006

Easement 58  –  Tomales Farm & Dairy, East, 178 acres, 
Tomales. This portion of a former dairy ranch was permanently 
protected for agriculture in a unique partnership with the land-
owners who donated 70 percent of the easement’s appraised value. 
Grass-fed beef cattle are raised here.

2005

Easement 57  – Martin & Sally Pozzi Ranch, 1,125 acres, Tomales. 
A sale of a conservation easement enabled the Pozzi family to pur-
chase the shoreline property at the mouth of Walker Creek which 
they had leased for four years. They raise sheep and beef cattle.

Easement  55 & 56  –  Jacobsen Ranch, 987 acres, Chileno Valley. 
Renowned for the quality of its pastures, the Jacobsen Ranch is home 
to J.G. Angus, a purebred bull operation run by John Goldbeck, 
grandson of owner Ruthelma Jacobsen.

Easement  54  – Robert Giacomini Ranch, 714 acres, just north of 
Point Reyes Station. One of the largest and most productive dairies 
in Marin. It has panoramic views of Tomales Bay and a farmstead 
cheese plant that makes Point Reyes Blue cheese.

2004

Easement 53  – Phillips� Lands, 120 acres, Nicasio. This gift to 
MALT of a conservation easement on 120 forested acres adjoins 
150 acres already subject to MALT easement.

Easement 52  – Moore Ranch, 1,007 acres, Nicasio. The ranch 
was owned until 1999 by the Gallagher family, longtime dairy 
and beef ranchers in West Marin. They continue to lease the land 
while new owner Jim Moore develops his ranch plan.

Easement 51  – Grossi Ranch, 870 acres, Novato. Located just two 
miles from Novato, the ranch is a mosaic of forests and grasslands. 
Operated as a dairy by three generations of the family, the ranch 
is now used for raising replacement dairy heifers and beef cattle.

2003

Easement 50 – Lanatti Ranch, 586 acres, Chileno Valley. Members 
of the Lanatti family operate a 250-cow dairy on their ranch in 

conjunction with another dairy operation in Sonoma County.

Easement 49  – Leiss Ranch, 208 acres, Chileno Valley. Because 
of its proximity to Petaluma, the ranch was especially vulnerable. 
Now it’s part of a chain of 10 contiguous easement properties, 
totaling 7,000 acres.

Easement 48  – Zimmerman Ranch, 307 acres, Marshall. Bill 
Zimmerman sold an agricultural conservation easement to MALT 
so he and wife Sharon could purchase his parent’s ranch and carry 
on the family tradition and business.

2002

Easement 47  – Barboni Ranch, 1,310 acres, Hicks Valley. Covers
more land than any single easement purchased by MALT; includes 
special protections for designated creeks and size restriction on 
future residences. Family members now raise rplacement heifers, 
sheep, and purebred Angus calves on this former dairy.

Easement 46  – Ielmorini-Moody Dairy, 326 acres, Valley Ford. 
Owned jointly by Leo and Rose Ielmorini, their nephew Steve Moody, 
and his wife Jeannie. The dairy spans two counties with 1,237 acres 
protected by a Sonoma County Ag Preservation and Open Space 
District conservation easement and 326 acres protected by MALT.

2001

Easement 45  – Anna Jensen Ranch, 320 acres, Tomales. Five 
generations of the Jensen family have been involved in ranching 
in Tomales. John Jensen (Anna’s son) raises sheep and a small 
herd of replacement dairy heifers on this picturesque ranch.

Easement 44 – Lois Parks Ranch, 198 acres, Tomales. The 
family has been ranching in Tomales since 1880. Today Lois’ son 
Glenn raises sheep on the ranch and leases pastureland to another 
rancher who raises replacement dairy heifers there.

2000

Easement 43 – Big Rock Ranches, 2,296 acres, Nicasio. Lucasfilm 
conveyed this easement on the Big Rock, McGuire, and Loma Alta 
ranches as part of an agreement with the County of Marin. The 
current cattle operation will continue while the company considers 
diversifying to wine grapes and olives.

Easement 42  – Anna/Gwyn Burbank Ranch, 325 acres, Tomales. 
Located adjacent to Easement 23, this beef ranch has been in the 
same family since the 1860s when it was purchased by Luther 
Burbank’s half-brother George.

Easement 41  – Gale Ranch, 586 acres, Chileno Valley. Located 
near Petaluma, this beef ranch was subject to substantial develop-
ment pressures. The Gales raise their small herd of natural beef, 
and they’ve planted an organic apple orchard.

1999

Easement 40  – Thomas Ielmorini Ranch, 701 acres, Chileno Valley. 
This beef ranch is located just six miles from Petaluma and was 
severely threatened by suburban sprawl. MALT’s conservation 
easement will keep it from ever being subdivided.

1998

Easement 39 – Doug & Cathy Ielmorini Dairy, 400 acres, Nicasio. 
MALT’s purchase of a conservation easement enabled Doug and 
Cathy Ielmorini to buy this Nicasio dairy, which they had been 
leasing for six years.

1994

Easement 38  – Volpi Ranch, 213 acres, Pt. Reyes-Petaluma Rd. 
MALT’s purchase of a conservation easement helped the Volpi 
family upgrade its dairy operation. They now raise goats.

Easement 37  – Corda Ranch, 847 acres, Chileno Valley. Involved 
in Marin agriculture since 1884, the Corda family’s transfer of an 
easement to MALT was part gift and part sale. Used mainly for 
grazing, the ranch also contains a vineyard.

Easement 36  – Fred & Karen Dolcini Ranch, 1,003 acres, 
Chileno Valley. MALT’s purchase of an easement on this Grade 
A dairy in Chileno Valley allowed Fred to buy out a co-owner and 
keep the property in productive agriculture.

1993

Easement 35  – Faith Ranch, 152 acres, Tomales. Dairy replacement 
heifers are raised on this ranch owned by Ramona Sartori Faith.

Easement 34  – Nobmann Ranch, 1,192 acres Pt. Reyes Station. 
MALT’s easement on this ranch protects the west face of Black 
Mountain, a prominent West Marin landmark that serves as a 
backdrop to the town of Point Reyes Station.

Easement 33  – Tocalino/Gause Ranch, 856 acres Novato. 
Climbing up the ridge southwest of Stafford Lake, this ranch was at 
risk of development due to its location near the Novato city limits.

Easement 32  – Wilson/Reimer Ranch, 356 acres, Valley Ford. 
This ranch on both sides of Middle Road north of Tomales is used 
for grazing sheep and cows with young calves.

Easement 31  – Sartori Ranch, 646 acres, Tomales. This ranch 
on both sides of the Tomales-Petaluma Road has been owned 
by the Sartori family since the early 1900s. They currently grow 
organic strawberries.

1992

Easement 30  – Ellis Ranch, 274 acres, Chileno Valley. The pastures 
of this ranch in the hills above Chileno Valley Road are leased to 
a neighboring cattle rancher.

Easement 29  – Respini Ranch, 1,242 acres, Marshall. This ranch 
is surrounded by four other ranches with  MALT easements, 
creating a protected area of more than 6,000 contiguous acres 
along the Marshall-Petaluma Road.

Easement 28  – Maloney Ranch, 288 acres, Northeast corner of 
Marin County. This ranch is located in both Marin and Sonoma 
Counties.  MALT’s easement covers only the Marin acreage.

Easement 27  – Brazil Ranch, 952 acres, Tomales. The current 
owner purchased this ranch from George Nicholas, famous 

in agricultural circles for developing the Polypay sheep, which 
produce twin and even triplet offspring.

Easement 25 & 26  – Straus Home & Dairy Ranches, 166 acres 
and 494 acres, Marshall. These ranches support a 250-cow dairy 
operation, used by the Straus family to produce organic milk and 
other dairy products.

Easement 24  – Mitchell Ranch, 294 acres, Tomales. This ranch 
has been in the same family since the turn of the century. John 
Mitchell leases the land to sheep rancher Bill Jensen.

Easement 23  – David Burbank Ranch, 210 acres, Fallon. Luther 
Burbank used this ranch for experiments with potatoes and black-
berries. It is now owned by his brother’s grandson, who lives there 
and grazes beef cattle and dairy heifers.

Easement 22  – Leroy & Reba Dolcini Ranch, 960 acres, 
Chileno Valley. Stretching southeast from Laguna Lake, this was 
MALT’s first easement in Chileno Valley, one of the most produc-
tive and most threatened agricultural areas in the County.

Easement 21  – Al Poncia Ranch, 268 acres, Fallon. Bordering 
Stemple Creek north of Tomales, part of this ranch is leased as a 
dairy, and the remainder is used for beef cattle.

Easement 20  – Bill & Eileen Jensen Ranch, 179 acres, Tomales. 
This is one of the four oldest continuously operated family 
ranches in Marin.

1991

Easement 19  – Dolcini-Davidson Ranch, 850 acres, Pt. Reyes-
Petaluma Road. The rolling hills and level pastures of this ranch 
are used to graze heifers for the adjacent dairy owned by the 
same family.

Easement 18  – McIsaac Dairy, 219 acres, Tomales. This property 
is owned by a third-generation farming family that raises prize-
winning dairy cattle.

Easement 15-17  – Pozzi Ranches, 978 acres, Estero de San Antonio. 
MALT purchased the Wolcott Ranch near Dillon Beach and 
transferred it to the Pozzi family in exchange for easements on it 
and two Pozzi family ranches.

1990

Easement 14  – Spirit Rock, 107 acres, Woodacre. In approving 
the construction of Insight Meditation Center, Marin County 
required that 90% of the property be restricted from further 
development by open space and agricultural easements.  MALT’s 
easement covers the 20% of the land suitable for agriculture.

Easement 13  – Spaletta Ranch, 639 acres, Estero Americano. 
This easement completed protection of the property described in 11.

1989

Easement 12  – Lewis/Reiser Ranch, 588 acres, Tomales. Located 
on Highway 1 where Walker Creek enters Tomales Bay, this ranch 
has panoramic views of the Bay and the Point Reyes Peninsula.

1988

Easement 11  – Spaletta Ranch, 810 acres, Estero Americano. 
This ranch is bordered on the west by the Pacific Ocean and on 
the north by Estero Americano, a coastal estuary supporting a 
variety of habitats and a diversity of plant and animal species.

Easement 10  – Barinaga/Goodman Ranch, 823 acres, Marshall. 
This ranch overlooks Tomales Bay and the Point Reyes Peninsula. 
It’s surrounded by four other ranches with  MALT easements, 
creating a protected area of more than 6,000 contiguous acres.

Easement 9  – Giacomini Ranch, 826 acres, Marshall. MALT’s 
easement made it possible for a local rancher to buy this ranch. The 
former horse ranch is now used for raising dairy replacement heifers.

1987

Easement 8  – Daniels Ranch, 468 acres, Nicasio. This beef 
cattle ranch is located just north of Nicasio Square. Nicasio Valley 
has some of the highest land prices in rural Marin because of 
pressures to convert agricultural parcels to ranchettes.

1986

Easement 7  – Stubbs & Regan Ranches, 1,161 acres, Hicks Valley. 
Ownership of these five adjacent parcels has been transferred 
several times.  MALT’s easement ensures agricultural use of the 
property and eliminates non-farm development.

Easement 6  – Cerini Ranch, 360 acres, Tomales. Dairy heifers 
are raised on this ranch located in the Coastal Zone on a hilltop 
between Tomales Bay and the town of Tomales.

Easement 5  – Rogers/Lafranchi Ranch, 477 acres, Nicasio. 
Strategically located just north of Nicasio Square, this ranch was 
in danger of being developed.  MALT bought it and then sold it 
to a neighboring dairy rancher, retaining an easement.

1985

Easement 4  – Walker Creek Ranch, 1,720 acres, Marshall. A 
former Synanon property, its developed area is used by its new 
owner, the Marin County Office of Education, for outdoor 
environmental education programs.

Easement 3  – Skywalker Ranch, 2,538 acres, Nicasio. MALT
received an easement covering 95% of this ranch located in Nicasio 
Valley from Lucasfilm Ltd. pursuant to County planning requirements.

1984

Easement 2  – Stevens Ranch, 1,503 acres, Marshall. This is a
former Synanon property. The San Francisco Foundation 
returned it to agricultural use, selling it to the Stevens family 
subject to the easement conveyed to MALT.

1983

Easement 1  – Mazza-Pomi & Lavio Ranches, 844 acres, Pt. 
Reyes-Petaluma Road. MALT’s first easement set the pace for its 
land preservation efforts.
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